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SuM- ConTINENTAL War.—The intelligence.| owe if to the skill arid-the courage of re-: 
roleon from the continent, though greatly dishgur- | volutionaty Frent!nnen. If Napoleon: 
when ed; though ‘full of falsehoads:and misrepre- | should::finally experience. serious reverses : 
wore sentations; ;though, in,some‘gort, iuvented | if victory. should, ‘atv last,; abandon . his 
*stless fot the purpese of -deceiving the people | sword; I do mot bekeve that she will > but 
y far. of this country, does errtainly lead one to | if, she should, just history wilt :tell fu- 
since believe, that,the. difficultiesyof Napoleon | ture’ generations, that she never sdeserte 
S at are becomewery. great, now, that be is op~| ed him till, he allied: himself by.{ marr 
ly to posed by Arentitmen and democials., For-.| riage to the :old. familigs af: Rarope s+ 
irden merly, there were scarcely any thing wor- | l remember: a friend of Mines: a true ja-. 
1 real thy of \the mameof :a: battle between him’ cobin, as we are called, vobserving at! ate 
Orly and the. German and Russian, armies; but.| time when Boonaparté : was married +t) 
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pany Napoleon, they.will, Idaxe say, thiak very | inte one of the ald royak’ families: betrayed 
estly lide of thedass of their’hondur, tompared | a sveaking alter high blood’ betrayed a 
pre: with thegaineg of safety. Abiswry wilh | smatceriog of that sort of dispasiaion. whicit 
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very while they were commanded by themselves, | History will record, | if Buonaparté 
ives or by theit own native Generals; bat that should suffer defeat; if:this great captain 
rol these same armies, put under the directiun | should, at Jast, be beaten by those wha 
hen of Frenchmen, became triumphant, or, at | formerly fled before him like dust before 
~? least, became capable of resisting, the ar- | the wind, history will ‘record ' that victory 
cal mies of France. ——1 will not, to be sure, | deserted him, from the moment he married 
1 be very much+to the honour of the old aud} a Princess, and: thereby,» most :audibly 
10 high- blooded families, to have it recorded, | proclaim to the world, that be had desert- 
din that they were preserved’ at last by the skill | ed, and set himsell -openty against, the 
arce and courage of a couple'of old French gre- | principles of jacobinism.—+-For my pane, 
ver nadiers,. who -had guarrelled with «heir proceeding upon the notion which prevails 
“4 country : this fact, will not ‘contaia:a very | ia ourdate special prayers and thanksgiving, 
nat high eulogium on the high-blooded race; | which attribute ail victories to therimmedi- 
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ade such’a. state, that. mere isaféty, the, mere | shall have no. hesitation in attributing any 
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enjoyment of life and a tolerably fair quan-. 
tity of vigtuals and.drink, are’ all that, they 


can reasonably hope for; and, if they now 





secure these, “by the ancaus of the war, | 





defeat which Napoleon may experience, to 

shis having married a meceof the old Queen 
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him for this act of treason against the cause 
of democracy. Mind, reader, I do not 
believe he will be defeated, but if he be, I 
think it is perfectly fair to ascribe his defeat 
to this cause. —The truth is, that since his 
matrimonial connexion with the House of 
Austria; since he became bone of the bone, 


and flesh of the flesh, of the most haughty: 


of all the royal families upon the face of the 
earth, those who before thought, that, at 
bottom, he was still well disposed towards 
the diberties of mankind, have no longer 
entertained that opinion; have looked upon 
him as a mere member of the old families; 
and, in their wishes with regard to the result 
of the war, in which he has been engaged, 
have turned merely upon the point of 
whether his success or his failure would be 
most likely to operate in favour of the 
people of Kurope, generally; leaving all 
considerations, with respect to himself, 
wholly out of the question. 
the way in which I look at the matter 
uow; my belief is, that he will finally 
beat his enemies. What my wishes are, 
¥ myself really do not know. I have, 
indeed, no wish upon the subject, because, 
I cannot tell what is at bottom, the inten- 
tion of Buonaparte. He has made the 
situation of the people of France very hap- 
py, compared with what it was under the 
government; but, still, the bringing of 
an Austrian Princess to domineer over that 
people whom he had assisted to rescue 
from the insulting domination of the family 
of Austria, does make one fear, that he had 
brought his mind to re-establish, and to 
perpetuate a despotism in France.——If 
we make up our minds to the belief of 
this, we cannot hesitate for a moment 
to wish for his overthrow ; and, parti- 
cularly, a8 his fall might possibly give 
rise to a return, on the part of the French 
people, to the principles of the outset of the 
revolution, ————This is what the aristocrats 
never seem to think of. ‘They are always 
dreaming of putting down Buonaparté as a 
jacobin; and: yet they are always calling 
him a despot. They do not seem to con- 
sider that there are certain governments, 
which are kept in countenance by the des- 
potism of Buonaparte; and, that, there 
pe ——— a great number of | 
persons who would rejoiceat an opportunit 
of re-establishing, or of trying to ohio 
_blish the republican form of government. 
Slemunena-aliea aioe any risk. 
even a worse government. 
than that of Buonaparté, there .is.no man, 
who wishes to see.mankind happy and free, 
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who would not wish for the downfal of this 
husband of the Austrian Princess, who m 
longer professes to fight for the liberties of 
mankind, but merely, for what he calls hig 
rights, as a sovereign. There is one re. 
Hection, which, in the ptogress of this War, 
always comes to comfort us ; namely, the 
let who will fall, of the parties upon the 
Continent, there is very little for any friend 
of freedom to regret.———After. all, how- 
ever, though I see, in thé recent occur. 
rences, something to make me believe, tha 
the war will be greatly prolonged, I am 
firmly persuaded, that the result will be in 
favour of the Emperor Napoleon; because 
I¢an see no reason for believing that the 
people of France are indisposed towards 
him; and, experience has taught us, tha 
the people of France are more than a mateh 
for all the nations upori *thé content, — 
| The official accounts from Sir Charles 
Stewart inform us that Moreau had both 
| his legs shot off in the first action in which 
| he was engaged. Sir Charles Stewart says, 
‘that towards the middle of the day, Ge- 
'neral Moreau, in earnest conversation 
with the Emperor of Russia on the opera- 
tions, had both his legs carried off by a 
“cannon shot, the bali going through his 
-horse. Sir Charles Stewart adds, tlrat this 
| was ‘an equal loss both to thie good cause 
_ and to the profession of arnis.”——It has 
| been before remarked that ourdiplomatic 
| men ate famous for the ase of that figure 
of rhetoric, called tautology, of which we 
| have here, a very beautiful specimen ; for 
I defy any man living to tell-me what is 
meant by the sentence here quoted. Yet, | 
dare isay, Sir Charles Stewart has been 
taught the learned languages as well as the 
person who drew up the Prince Regeni's 
letter to Lord Wellington.— As: tothe 
fate of Moreau, which Sir Charles Siewm 
states it is impossible to regret too much); 
the French papers ascribe it.to the anger o 
Divine Providence against-him; while we, 
doubtless, shall regard it as.a-trieck,.-which 
the devil has been permitted to: play of 
against the good cause. But, #t were much 
to be wished, as I observed ‘upon a formet 
occasion, that we-had, served out: to-us it 
print, ‘something to enable us to -miake 2 
distinction between the victories which God 
gives to the ee and those, which, 
for the wisest o 5 though to as un- 
known, the devil is permitted to gain fo 
the wicked. We have it laid down to v5, 
in an unqualified manner, that God is the 
giver of all victory, and, we now-and then 
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words, for somé particular victory. On 
the other. hand we are regularly informed 
that the clergy and the people in France 
sing praises to the same God as the giver of 
the victories which their Emperor obtains ; 
and, as we have very good authority for 
believing that the Emperor does sometimes 
obtain. victories, we are placed in the dan- 
ger of believing, that, during, for instance, 
this present campaign, God sometimes 
fights on the side of Buonaparté, and some- 


' times on the side of the allies, giving one a 


lift one day, and the other a lift another 
day. This is a sort of belief which ought 
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‘often said that I-had seen no answer to it, 





not to. be suffered to exist. It ought-to be 
clearly explained to the people, that God is 
always on the side of the righteous: and 
that, when the, righteous are: beaten, it is 
through the influence of the devil, who, 
as J observed before, for purposes infinitely 
wise, but wholly unknown to us, is per- 
mitted to have power in certain cases. 
This matter should be clearly explained to 
the people, who for want of it, may be led 
to believe Buonaparté, when he says, that 
it was Divine Providence that caused the 
legs of Moreau to be shot off. Why the 
devil was permitted to prevail upon this 
occasion, I cannot pretend to say, any more 
than Lcan why he was permitted to tor- 
ment holy Job in ancient days. Sir Charles 
Stewart says that this event .caused.more 
than ordinary sensibility and regret through- 
out the allied army, which clearly shews 











worthy of being called an answer. Mr. 
Elton himself admits, that Bishop Wat- 
son’s answer to Paine is not complete and 
satisfactory; and I will go a little further, 
for 1 am ready to declare, that a more mi- 
serable attempt at answering never was or 
cau be made in the world; and I say that 
the bishop garbled and misquoted the book 
after it was suppressed, and after there was 
little chance of the garbling and misquoting 
being detected. Mr. Paine might be wrong, 
for any thing that I know; but, looking 
upon it merely as a set of arguments and 
statements, 1 say that it has not been an- 
swered by any one, who has attempted to 
answer it, as far, at least, as. my observa- 
tion has gone. Many persons have abused 
the author. One of them called him a 
** nincompoop ;” but, no answer, as far 
as [haveread, was ever given to him. 
Mr. Elton, while he accuses me, of counte- 
nancing Paine’s book, says that it appears 
to him that I have looked at the reasonings, 
of the Unitarians ‘* through the spectacles 
of church prejudice.’’ This is very curious 
indeed, that I should be, at one and the 
same time, a bigotted churchman, and a 
disciple of Paine. Mr. Elton tells us, 
** that men were meant to differ’’ as to the 
christian faith.’”’ Does he reajly mean 











|to say, that God, in seading his Son into 


; 
| 
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the world to teach mankind how they 
might be saved from eternal damnation; 


that Moreau was looked upon as of great va- | that is to say, to teach them how they 
lue to the cause, It is therefore of great | might avoid living to all eternity) fe flames 
consequence, that.the people should see of fire ; does Mr. Elton mean to Say, that 
clearly, that. the event was the deyil’s when God sent his only Son to teach men 
work ;-and I again call upon these whose | thus, to teach them a certain faith, by 
profession jt jis to- instruct us in these mat- which faith they were to be so saved; does 


ters, to see clearly how. it is, that this event, 
as well as every other untoward event in 





he mean to gay, that God, having, this 
great object in view, really meant, that 


the war, is ascribable to the influence that | men should differ in opinion as to this 





[have so.often mentioned. I shall take 
iny leave-for the present of this subject 
with observing; :that all.the old tricks of 
the news-papers are playing off upon this 
occasion; and J beg the reader to watch 
them with attention, 29FQ 


Ma. Exon: On the former part of 
this gentleman’s lester, inserted in my last, 
I shall not.notice; but the latter part, 
where he speaks of the dispute about reli- 
gion, 1 mast notice,—He says that he re- 
grets,. that 2, appeared to countenance 
Paine’s books Ido not know what Mr. 
Elton may take for appearances ; but, Tam 
quite sure that he never heard me utter one 
syllable in praise of Paine’s book. 1 have 





| 





faith? Jf.Mr.. Elton does mean this, he 
and I do not believe in the same God; fot 
I worship no. God that, has done his best, 
as Mr. Elton’s God has, to set.mankind tor 
gether by the ears, and who, , unhappily 
has byt. too well succeeded. I am really 
afraid, that Mr. Elton has mistaken the 
devil for God,. and that the. former is be- 
come the object cf is adoration. It is 
said, in the New Testament, that there is 
but one. faith; and yet Mr, Elion would 
make us believe, that. God meant that 
there should be as many faiths.as there ave 
colours in the, rainbow.——Another sub- 
ject of surprise with Mr. Elton, is, thatJ 
sey + ‘¢ resist. so self-evident a proposition, 
as the Bible is a mixed book: partly 
N2 
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inspired, partly human.””———What Mr. 
Elton calls self-evident has never ‘yét been 
even made evident to me, by any course of 
reasoning that Ihave heard.~—It is never 
pretty to assert a thing to be self-evident as 
soon as you discover that you are unable to 
prove it to be true. Nothing can be easier 
than this; but be it known'to Mr. Elion, 
that there are very few self-evident propo- 
sitions; and as to this, which he wishes 
me to regard as stich, it is a proposition 
which I- believe to be false. I will ne- 
ver listen to’any man who tells me that the 
Bible is partly inspired and partly human, 
unless he will distinctly point out to me 
those parts which are inspired, and those 
parts which are not inspired. if ainan, 
upon my presenting him with a parcel of 
peas or beans, were to say, ‘* these are 
mixed, partly one sort, partly another 
sort.’’——Are they ? say 1; be so good as to 
shew me, then, whic! are of one sort, and 
which are of the other sort: ——If he de- 
clines, am I still to believe him? “Why 
should I believe hin ? He has no 
proof of what he says; and what should 
1 think of him, were he still to call 
his assertion a self-evident ‘proposition ?— 
No, the book must be taken altogether. 
The whole of it arises frem inspiration, or 
none of it does. To believe the contrary 
is the most inconsistent thing in the world; 
for, it is making every individual a judge 
ef what hie isto believe, and what he is not 
to believe. The whole may be regarded as 
itispired by different persons; and by the 
same persotis differently classed, the whole 
miay be believed to be false.—Mr. Elton 
tells.'us that the inspired parts, are the 
prophecies. So, then, the historical part, 
is not inspired? It was some mere man, 
was it, who recorded the account of the 
creation ; of the proceedings in the garden 
of Eden; of Eve; of the Devil; of the lig- 
leaves; of Cain and his murder, and his 
mark and his marriage; of Noah and his 
ark, and his guests aud his dove; of Lot 
and his wife; of Onan and his sisters; of 
Balaam and his ass; of Job and his wile; 
of Solomon and his mistresSes; of Jonas 
and his whale; and of many other persons 
and things, which I cannot, now, particu- 
Jarly mention ? It was some mere man, 
was it, who wrote the account of all these, 
and also, of the virgin and her child, and 
of the crucifixion and the’ resurrection ? 
“These parts of the Bible,- Mr. Elton would 
have us believe, are’ the works of ‘mere 
“man ; and yet he has theconscience to find 
fauit with Paine, whe only took the liberty 
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to treat them as the productions of mere 
man, and to express his disbelief of them 
accordingly. If the book be a mired 
book, let some one point out the particular 
parts which we are to look upon as in- 
spired. But this is what no one attempts 
to do. On the contrary, the whole js 
called the ** Word of God;”’ the * Holy 
Scriptures.’’ As such the book is pub- 
lished; as such it is sent forth to the world: 
as such it is received by the people. —~ 
My opinion upon this matter is expressed 
in oue short sentence, thus: He who does 
not believe that Balaam’s ass spoke to her 
master and remonstrated with him on his 
base cruelty in beating her, does not believe 
the Bible. ——Whether Mr. Elton be 2 
believer he will, perlaps, tellme in his 
next leiter. 


Ww. COBBETT. 
Botley, 23d Sept. 1813. 
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- FRENCH PAPERS. 
Report made by the Conde de Bournonville, 
in the name of the Special Commission. 


Monseigneur,—Messieurs, the Ministers 
at War and Orators of Government, have 
sufficiently demonstrated, by their respec- 
tive Reports, the imperious necessity of re- 
inforeing our armies acting im the ‘Penin- 
sula; so that there remains for me litile to 
add to the means ‘of conviction which have 
been so clearly developed. The wise pre- 
cautions taken by the Emperor, previous to 
his departure for the Grand Army, to covet 
all the ports and dock-yards of the empire, 
have naturally forced England to give up 
her graud projected maritime expeditions, 
and, in short, all those kinds of attacks 
upon all those points of so great impor'- 
ance. England, which intrigues much, 
and hazards little, has not dared to com- 
promise her land troops, by sending them 
to fight with the Russian and Prussian pha- 
lanxes. She feared reverses, which she 
took care to prevent, and which would 
have been irreparable to her. | In this con- 
juncture, and in order to appear to do some- 
thing for the Powers she has put in motio., 
the Cabinet of London preferred mixing 
the English troops with the ish ‘aod 
Portuguese bands, sure in ‘being able © 


‘withdraw them without inconvenience, a 


according to her interests; and from tha', 
this sudden increase of considerable forces; 


-which have determined our aries to mak 
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retrograde movements, of which the Minis- | trating the corps of the Dukes of Reggio 
ter at. War has informed you; and those; and Belluno, and Padua, and of Generals 


| bands, encouraged by some ephemeral suc- | Bertrand and Regnier, forming more than 


cesses, have carried their audacity to the! 80,000 men, in the environs of Bareuth, 
height of investing the forts of San Sebas- | and every thing announced on the part of 
tian and Pamplona. Already were pa- | his troops a rapid march upon Berlin, the 
rallels traced, trenches dug, and a breach | Prince Royal made the following disposi- 
was about to be practicable at San Sebas- | tions: ——The third Prussian corps, com- 
tian, when the brave garrison, by its mur- | manded by Bulow, placed two divisions 
derous vollies, forced the enemy to disap-| between Hernersdorf and Klein Berin. 
pear, and re-embark his park of artillery. | One division already occupied Mittenwalde, 
——Qn the side of Pamplona, if our suc- | and another Trebbin, in order to mask the 
cess has not been so brilliant, the English | whole movement. The 4th. Prussian corps 
have not been Jess annoyed in his. works, | under Tauenzel united at Blankenfelde. The 
which have in part been filled and the army | Swedish army left Potsdam on the 22d, at 
has shown a rare intrepidity. Butallthose | two a. m. proceeded upon Saarmund, 
bands may daily he increased by others; | passed the defiles and took post at Ruhls 

their pretended success published from one | dorff. The Russian army followed the 
end of Spait’ tocthe other, may bring a | Swedish army, and took post at Gutergatze. 
crowd of proselytes; the hopes. of taking | General Czernicheff guarded Beletz and 





|} ——His Imperial Majesty and King, who 


those two places, and snaking a bulwark of 
them for their piracies, may draw all the 
bandittis all those circumstances united, 
demand the adoption of a prompt levy, so 
as to place our armies in the Peninsula in a 
situation to resume their former attitude. 


appreciates the generous movement of his 
brave subjects of the Pyrenees, does not 
think fitto make a too prolonged use of 
them, and has thought it better to take in 
those departments a certain number of men 
from the consctiptions of 1812, 13, 14, 
and former years, and, if necessary, incor- 
porate them into the skeletons of the army. 
——The Senatus Consultum, which I have 





just had the honour of reading to you, fixes 
the number at 30,000, and your Special | 
Commission unanimously proposes it for 
your adoption. 


es 





BuLLETINS OF THE Crown PRINCE. 


Fourth Bulletin. ve 
Polsdam, Aug. 21,—It announces the | 
position of the Crown Prince’s army from 
Potsdam to Trebbin, and Belitz; that the 
tiemy had, under Oudinot, 20,000 men at 
Luckenvalde. .. Some affairs of advanced | 
posts had. taken place. General Wal- 
woden reports, that two battalions of Lut- 
zow had been attacked near ,Launburgh, on 
the 11th, and 932th, by six battalions, but 
they had been repulsed, ' 











: 34 f Fifth Bulletin. & ¥<¢ ‘ 
Ruhlfdorff, Noon, Aug. 24.—All the 

teports of the, secret agenis having. an- 

rounced on.the evening of the 21st August, 


4 
: 





that the Emperor Napoleon, was: coucen- | 


Treanbortzen with 3000 Cossacks and a 
brigade of light infantry. The secret 
agents. announced that the Emperor Napo- 
leon was to pass by Luckau to proceed to 
Bareuth. General Czernicheff executed his 
orders with his usual intelligence, and car- 
ried alarm and uneasiness to the rear of the 
enemy’s columns, General Hinchfeldt, 





' who had received orders to proceed from 


(To be continued, ) 





AUSTRIAN DECLARATION AGAINST FRANCE, 
(Continued from page 384.) 


Napoleon. resolved to unite a considerable 
portion of the North of Germany with the 
mass of countries which bore the name of 
the French Empire, amd to rob the ancient 
free commercial cities of Hamburgh, Bre- 
men, 2nd Lubeck, first of their political, 
and shortly after of their commercial exist- 
ence, aud with tifat, of their means of sub- 
sistence, This violent step was adopied, 
without any even plausible pretensions, in 
contempt of every decent form, without 
any previous declaration, or communication 
with any other Cabinet, under the arbitrary: 
and futule pretext, that the war with Eng- 
land required. it. This cruek system, 
which was intended to destroy the com-' 
merce of the world, at the expense of the’ 
independence, the prosperity,. the »rights, 
and dignity, and in utter rain of the public 
and private property of all the Continental 
Powers, was pursued with unrelenting se- 
verity, in the vain expectation of forcing a 
result, which, had it not fortunately proved 
unattainable, would have, plunged Europe 
for a long time to come into,a state of po. 
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verty, impotence, and barbarity.— The the ru | 
Decree by which a new French dominion as cilris rmon iy inet Was 
was established on the German coasts, un- and just anxiety did Austri 1out deep 
der the title of a thirty-second Military Di- storm which was gatherin fs Bee 
vision, was in itself sufficiently calculated hostilities would in ever nen be rere 
to raise the suspicions of the adjoining ous to her provinces wei € contigu- 
States, and it was the more alarming to necessary reform sy. the rid OWwME to the 
them as the forerunner of future and creater which had cieatipil thd nancial “system 
dangers. ‘By this decree it became evident, military means, were i aac of her 
that the system which had been created in state. [na hi her vine f ot se 
France (although previously transgressed, gle which avedined | P pri Mraet een 
yet still proclaimed to be in existence), the more doubtful, as it ere re va 
system of the pretended natural limits of same unfavourabl oe ayo 
the French Empire, was, without any fur- | with the same weed at of affiirs, 
ther justification or explanation, overthrown | part of other belt of ots on the 
and even the Emperor’s arbitrary acts were disproportion in aes 4: _ with the same 
in the same arbitrary manner annihilated. sequently was j meee yn erononnt ia 
Neither the Princes of the Rhenish Confe- | strug les of nt ap etene weg A “ dortie 
erritory, great or small, was spared, i , ; wetigd 4 ower, 
sccitip alain’. aa, ote tera | ne Senay me with both parties, to 
fs "Thetouniry draw ae by jeden col a te ine ree th 
ind caprice, without either rule o | ) vs hny: 
without or consideration of ancient a are Sciete of these ‘friendly pred viper fr 
fecent political relations, inter: ath ad pts sou 
and dilaherten cut off poled aed sali loot root fae to the Emperor N apo- 
ern States of Germany from all connexion ever “ae + Her H Are eage any te 
with the German Sea, passed the Elbe, se- P coaeles re resolved’ by the wisdom of 
parated Denmark from Germany, iid dé Se ee the commencement 
pretensions even to the Baltic, and seemed Majesty wa Samara tiie ana 
to be rapidly approaching the line of Prus- acne t etapa to have recourse to 
sian fortresses still occupied on the Oder; 8, ee which, in so unnatural and dan- 
and so little did this act of usurpation ( how- ve ath conjuncture, might combine his 
ever powerlully it affected all rights and the real te Seg setters 3 
eee ik ’ ~ goograpiis political, and The ot va repent Tact Ticpert 
ilitary lines of demarcation) car ith it . ton, the only 
a character of determinate on Picur tea | ee which the. Emperor Napoleon, 
cession of territory, that it was impossible ! eve ing to via own declaratioiis, would 
to view it in any othes light than as a fore- | of i ema ily i by pred 4 sound maxim 
runner of still greater usurpations, by which vat i he penne mercenaries 
one half of Germany was to becoine a F rench ‘to shri L ft aap rom Dae ame reg 
province, and the Emperor Napoleon the | aes from the approaching trial. A 
absolute Ruler. of the. Continent To. ns 20  Umpostant.a8:: Anetris could not 
Russia and Prussia this unnatural extension | E ounce ali participation in the interests o! 
of the French territory could not fail of | ment em nor could she place herself in a si- 
producing the most serious alarm, The adh age wer, equally “ineffective in 
latter, surrounded on all sides aay longe | a fue wien she would lose her voice and 
capable of free action, deprived of id Beas sm aes all great negociations, ‘without 
means of obtaining fresh strength, ap eat i abt re uarantee for the: security of 
hastening to its dissolution: ~ A gr al- | agai own frontier. To prepare for wat 
ready in fear for her western frontier, b gainst France would have been, under the 
the conversion of the city of Dautzic Pd sieht circumstances, as little consonabt 
clared a free. city by the treaty of Tilsit, Pe Ro eh, mages = stig rl 
intnia: Poteith apllitary-sportyand-ef: x\arens ae Napoleon had given his- Majesty no per- 
part of Poland into a French Bah es aoe ground for hostile proceedings; 274 
could not but see, in the atc of the Cah ne ag - on many beneficis! 
French dominion along: the ‘sea coast, and | bli ts hy a skitfal-conployaens of the 6 
in the new chains prepared for Pruscia, the Srinbdly sbciestln) -by ceases 
ey ee ee 
Passessions. From this moment, therefore, | less. net yot' bens ‘abendienéd'es bope 
{. 
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interest of the State, . such a revolution 
would inevitably have been. attended with 
this consequence—that the Austrian terri- 
tory would have become the frst and prin- 
cipal seat of war, which, with its. well- 
known, deficiency. of. means of defence, 
could, in a short time, have overthrown 
the Monarchy. In this painful situation 
his Majesty bad no other resource than to 
take the field on the side of France. To 
take up arms for France, in the real sense 
of the word, would have been.a measure 
not only in contradiction with the duties 
and principles of, the Emperor, but even 
with the repeated declarations ol his Cabi- 
net, which had, without any reserve, dis- 
approved of this war... .On the signature of 
the treaty of the, 12th March,:.1812, his 
Majesty proceeded upon two distinct prin- 
ciples: The first, as is proved by the words 
of the treaty, was.to leave no means untried 
which might sooner or later obtain a peace ; 
the other was to place himself internally 
and externally.in a position, which, if it 
should prove impossible to effect a peace, 
or in case the turn of the war should render 
decisive measures in this ‘part. necessary, 
would enable Austria to act with iudepen- 
dence, and in either of these cases to. adopt 
the measures which a just and wise policy 
should prescribe. Upon this principle jit 
was that only a fixed and comparatively 
small part of the army was destined to co- 
operate in the war; the other military re- 





Sources, at that time in a state of readiness, 


or that stil] remained to be prepared, were 


| not called forth for the prosecution of this 


war,  By.a kindof tacitagreement between 
the Belligerents, the Austrian territory was 
¢ven treated as neutral, _ The.real end and 
views of the system adopted by his Majesty 
could not.escape the notice of France, Rus- 
sia, or any.,intelligent observer.——The 
campaign of 1812 furnished a memorable 
example of the failure of an undertaking 
supported by gigantic posvers, conducted by 
@ Captain of the first rank,. when, in the 
A of great military inlenies -he des- 
pises the, rules of ence, outsteps 
the bounds of pool _ Thesillusion of 
glory carried the Emperor Napoleon into 
the heart of the Russian Empire; and a 
false political view of things induced him 





dream, it was too late>to repent it with 
impunity, The whole French army was 
scattered and destroyed: in Jess than four 
months we have seen the theatre of war 
transferred from the Dnieper and the 
Dwina, to the Oder and the Elbe. This 
rapid and extraordinary chauge of fortune 
was the forerunner of an important revolu- 
tion in all the political relations in Europe. 
The Confederacy of Russia, Great Britain, 
and Sweden, presented a point of union to 
all neighbouring States. Prussia, whom 
report had long declared determined to risk 
all, to prefer even the danger of immediate 
political destruction to the lingering suffer- 
ings of continued oppression, seized the 
favourable moment, and threw herself into 
the arms of the Allies. Many greater and 
smaller Princes of Germany were ready to 
do the same. Every where the ardent de- 
sires of the people anticipated the regular 
proceedings of their Governments. Their 
impatience to live in independence, and 
under their own laws, the sentiment of 
wounded national honour, and the hatred 
of a foreign dominion, broke out in bright 
flames on all sides.——-His Majesty the 
Emperor, too intelligent. not to consider 
this change of affairs, as the natural and 
necessary consequence of a.previous violent 
political convulsion, -and foo just to view it 
in anger, was solely bent upon securing, 
by deep digested and well combined mea- 
sures, the real and permanent interest of 
the European Commonwealth. Already, 
in the beginning of December, considerable 
steps had been taken’ on the part of the 
Austrian Cabinet; in order to dispose the 
Emperor Napoleon to quiet and peaceful 
policy, on grounds which equally interested 
the world and his own ‘welfare. These 
steps were from time to time renewed and 
enforced, Hopes had been entertained that 
the impression of last year’s campaign, the 
recollection of the fruitless sacrifice of ap 
immense army, the severe measures of 
every description that would be necessary 
to replace that loss, the decided disinclina- 
tion of France, and of all those natious 
connected with her, to a war, which, with- 





out any prospect of future indemnification, 


exhausted aad ruined her internal strength; 
that lastly, even acalm reflection on the 
doubiful issue of this new avd highly im- 


| minent crisis, would move the Emperor to 


listen to the representationsof Austria. 
Thetone.of these representations was care- 


‘fully .adapted, to the circumstances of the 


times, serious as the greatuess of Ue object, 





as the desixe of a favourable issue, 
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and as the existing friendly relations requir- 
ed.——- That overtures flowing from so pure 
amotive should be decidedly rejected, could 
not certainly be foreseen. “But the manner 
in which they were réceived, and ‘still more 
the striking contrast between the sentinients 
entertained by Austria and the whole con- 
duct of the Emperor Napoleon, to the pe- 
riod of thesetinsudécessful endeavours for 
peace, soon ‘destroyed the best hopes that 
weré entertained. ‘Instead of endeavouring 
by 2 moderate language to improve at least 
our view of the future, and to lessen the | 
generat despondency, it was on every occa- 
sion solétunty declared, before the highest 
authorities in’ France,’ that the Enrperor 
would hear of no proposition for peace that 
should violate'the integrity of the French 
empire, in the French sense of the word, or 
that should make-any pretension to the ar- 
bitrarily incorporated provinces. At the 
seme time, eventual conditions, with which 
this sell-eveated: bouridary did not even ap- 
pear to have any relation, were spoken of, 
at ‘one time menacing indignation, at an- 
other with bitter contempt; as if it had not 
been possible to declare m terms suflicient- 
ly distinct, thé resdlution ‘of the Etnperor 
Napoleon, not lo make lo the repose of the 
world even one single nominal sacrifice. 
++— Tliese hostile demonstrations were at- 
cended withthis particular mortification to 
Austria, that°they placed even the invita- 
tious to peace whicls this Cabinet; with the 
knowledge and appureut consent of France, 
made to other Gotrts, in a false and highly 
disadvantageous Jiyht. ©The Sovereigns 
united against France, instead of any an- 
swer to Austria’s pfupositions for ‘negocia- 
tion, ‘and her offers’ of mediation, laid be- 
fore her. she public declarations of the French 
Emperor. And’ when’ in’ the “month ‘of 
Murch, his Majesty sent a Minister to’ Lor 
don, ‘to invite England to share in a nego- 
eiation for peace, the ‘British’ Ministry re- 
plied, **that*they would abt believe Aus-. 
‘tria still entertziaed any hopes of peace, | 
when the Emperor Napoleen had, in the. 
‘meun tine, expressed ‘sentiments which 
‘could only tend to the perpetiation of war ;” 
a declaration which was the more painful 
to his’ Majesty, the ufore it was just and. 
“well fotnded.—— Austriiy “however, did. 
hot, upon this account, ceasé¢ to inpress in 
‘more forcible arid ‘distinet terms, the neces-, 
“sity of peace; upon'the mind of the Empe-' 
“ror-of France: directed ‘in all’ her measures, 
je Basle 9 ep ca: that, as os order and ba-. 
- Fance ver in Europe liad been destroy | 
ved by the bound baka 
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no real péate was to be expected, unless 
that superiority were diminished. ‘His 
Majesty inthe mean time adopted every 
necessary measure to strengthen ard con- 
centrate his armies; sensible that Austria 
must be prepared for war, if her mediation 
were not to be entirely unavailing. « His 
Imperial Majesty had moreover ~ been long 
since persuaded, ‘that the probability of an 
immediate share in the war would no lon- 
ger he excluded from his calculations. The 
actual state of things could not be conti- 
nued; of this the Emperor was convinced ; 
this ‘conviction was the mainspring of his 
actions, and was naturally strengthened by 
the failure of any’ attempt to ‘procure a 
The result was apparent. | By one 
means or the other,’ either ‘by negociation 
or by force of arins, a new state of things 
must be effected. ——The Emperor Napo- 
leon was not only aware of the Austrian 
preparations for war, but even acknowledg- 
éd them as necessary, and justified them in 
more than one instance.’ He had suffeient 
reason to beliéve that his’ Majesty the Em- 
peror, at so decisive a period for the fate of 
the whole world, would ‘ay aside all per- 
sonal and momentary feelings, would alone 
consult'the lasting welfare of Austria, and 
of -the countries by which she is surround- 
ed, and would resolve nothing “but what 
this great motive’ should impose as a duty 
upon him. The Austrian Cabinet had ne- 
ver expressed itself in’ terms that would 
warrant any other ‘construction; and yet 
the French did not only acknowledge that 
the’ Austrian mediation could only be an 
aemed mediation, but declared, upon more 
than one occasion, that Austria, under ex- 
isting circumstances, ought no longer to 
confine herself to-act a secondary part, bat 
should appear in forte upon the stage, ard 
decide as ‘a great'and independent Power. 
Whatever’ the French Government could 
either hope’ or fear from Austria, this 3c 
knowledgiment was of “itself a previous jus- 
tification of the whole intended and hitherto 
adopted: measures of his ‘Imperial Majesty. 
Thus far were circumstances developed 
when the Eiiptror Napoleon left Paris, ™ 
order to make head‘ against the ‘progress of 
the Allied Armies. ‘Even their enemies 
have done homage to the valour 6F the Rus 
siat? and Prussian ‘troops in the sanguinaty 
actions of the nionth of May. That, how- 
ever; the resule‘of this first petiod-of the 
‘campaign was Hot more favourable to them, 
Rr dig Hy I Ba hae der a ope 
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of their leader, and partly to the political 


combinations, by which the Allied ‘Sove- 


| reigns were guided in ‘all their undertak- 


ings. They acted under the just supposi- 
tion, that a cause like the one in which 
they were engaged, could not possibly be 


' confined to themselves; that sooner or 
' jater, whether successful or unfortunate, 


every State which still preserved a shadow 


| of independence, must join their confede- 
' racy, every independent army must act 


with them. They, therefore, did not allow 
further scope to the bravery of their troops 
than the moment required, and preserved a 
considerable part of their strength for a pe- 
riod when, with more extended means, 
they might look to the attainment of greater 
objects. For the same cause, and with a 
view to the developement of events, they 
consented to the Aruistice. In the 





| mean time the retreat of the Allies had for 


the moment given an appearance to the 
war, which daily became more interesting 


- tothe Emperor, from the impotsibility, if 


it should proceed, of his remaining an inac- 
tive spectator of it. The fate of the Prus- 
sian Monarchy was a point which peculiar - 
ly attracted ‘the attention of his Majesty, 
feeling, as the Emperor did, that the resto- 
ration of the Prussian Monarchy was the 
first step towards that of the whole political 
system of Europe, and he viewed the dan- 
ger in which she now stood, as equally af- 
fecting himself. “Already, in the moath of 
April, had the Emperor Napoleon suggest- 
ed tothe Austrian Cabinet, that he consi- 
dered the dissolution of the Prussian Mo- 
harchy as a natural consequence of her de- 
fection from France, and of the continuation 
of the war, and that ft naw only depended 
upon Austria to add the most important and 
most flourishing of her provinces to its own 
State; a-suggestion which shewed distinct- 
ly enough, that ‘no means ‘could properly 
be neglected to save that Power. | If this 
Sreat object could not be obtained by a just 
peace, it was necessary to support Russia 
and Prussia by a powerful co-operation. 
From this’ natural view of things, upon 
Which‘even ‘France could no longer deceive 
herself, his Majesty continued his prepara- 
tions with iniweariéd activity. He quitted, 
in the early part of July, his residence, and 
Proceedéd to the vicinity of the scene of ac- 
Uon, inorder the wiore effectually to labour 
at’ the: negociation for peace, which still 
to 


continued ‘to ‘be the object of his most ar- 
dent desires: and partly to be able the more 


eeotually to ‘on cht: “eparations for 
war, if nd acer chaloe should veaiait: Tor 





| 


Austria. 
peror Napoleon had declared, ** that he had 
proposed a Congress to be held at Prague, 
where Plenipuientiaries from France, the 
United Staies of North America, Denmark, 
the King of Spain, and the other Allied 
Princes on the one hand, and on the other, 
Plenipotentiaries of England, Russia, Prus- 
sia, the Spanish Insurgents, and the other 
Allies of this hostile mass, should meet, 
and Jay the ground-woik of a durable 
peace.” To whom this proposition was 
addressed, in what manner, in what di- 
plomatic form, through whose organ it could 
have been doue, was perfectly unknown to 
the Austrian Cabinet, which only was 
made acquainted with the circumstance 
through the medium of the public prints. 
Haw, too, such a project could be brought 
to bear—how, from the combiuation of 
such dissimilar elements, without any gene- 





rally acknowledged principle, without any’ 


previously regulated plan, a negociation for 


peace was to be set on foot, was so little to 


be comprehended, that it was very allow- 
able to consider the ‘whole proposition ra- 
ther as a play of the imagination, than as a 
serious invitation to the adoption of a great 
political measure. Perfectly acquainted 
with all the obstacles to a general peace, 
Austria had long considered whether this 
distant and difficult object was not rather 
to be attained progressively; and, in this 
opinion, had expressed herself both to 
France, and to Russia and Prussia, upon 
the subject of a Continental Peace. Not 
that the Austrian Court had ‘misconceived, 
even for a moment, the necessity and im- 
portance of, an universal peace among all 
the great Powers of Europe, and without 
which there was no hope of either safety or 
happiness, ‘or had imagined that the Con- 
tinent could exist, if the separation of Eng- 
land were not invariably considered as a 
most deadly evil! The negociation which 
Austfia proposed, after the alarming decla- 
ration’ot France had nearly, destroyed all 
hapes of England uniting her endeavours in 
the attempt to procure a general peace, was 
an essential part of the great approaching 
negociation, for a general and effective 
Congress ‘for peace; it was intended, as 
preparatory to this, to draw up the preli- 
minary articles of the future treaty, to pave 
the way by along Continental Armistice to 
a more extended and durable _negociation. 
Had the principle upon which Austria ad- 
vanced been other thai this, neither Russia 
nor Prussia, bound by the strongest ties to 
England, would certainly ever have listen- 





A short time before, the Em- ’ 












































































403] , 
ed to the proposals of the Austrian Cabinet. 


After the Russian and Prussian Courts, 
animated by a confidence in his Majesty, 
highly flattering to the Emperor, had al- 
ready declared their concurrence in the 
proposed Congress under the mediation of 
Austria, it became necessary to obtain the 
formal assent of the Emperor Napoleon, and 
to determine upon what principles the nego- 
ciations for peace were to be carried on. 
For this purpose his Imperial Majesty re- 
solved, towards the end of the month of 
June, to send his Minister for Foreign Af- 
fairs to Dresden. The result of this mis- 
sion was a Convention concluded upon the 
30th June, accepting the mediation of his 
Imperial Majesty in the negociation of a 
general, and if that could not be effected, of 
a preliminary Continental peace, The city 
of Prague was fixed upon for the meeting 
of the Congress, and the 5th of July for the 
day of its opening. In order to obtain a 
sufficient time for the negociation, it was 
determined by the same Convention that 
the Emperor Napoleon should not give no- 
tice of the rupture of the Armistice which 
was to terminate on the 20th of July, at that 
time existing between himself and Russia, 
till the 10th of August; and his Majesty 
the Emperor took upon himself to obtain a 
similar declaration from the Russian and 
Prussian Courts.——The points which had 
been determined in Dresden, were here- 
upon imparted to the two Courts. Al- 
though the continuation of the Armistice 
was attended with many objections, and 
with much serious inconvenience to them, 
the desire of giving to his Imperial Majesty 
another proof of their confidence, aud at 
the same time to satisfy the world that they 
would not reject any prospect of peace, 
however confined it might be, that they 
would not refuse any attempt which might 
prepare the way to it, overcame every con- 
sideration. The only alteration made in 
the Gonvention of the 30th June, was, that 
the term of the opening the Congress, since 
thé final regulations could not so soon be 
determined, should be deferred until the 
12th of July.——In the mean time his Ma- 
yesty, avho would not as yet abandon all 
hopes of completely terminating, by a ge- 
neral peace, the sufferings of mankind and 
the convulsions of the political world, had 
also resolved upon a new attempt with the 
British Government, The Emperor Napo- 
leon not oly received the proposal with 
eet approbation, but even voluntarily 

fered to expedite the business, by allow- 
ing the persons to be dispatched for that 
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purpose to. Epgland a passage through 
France. When it was to be carried into 
effect unexpected difficulties arose, the pass- 
ports were delayed from time to time, un- 
der trifling pretexts, and at length entirely 
refused. This proceeding afforded a fresh 
and important ground for entertaining just 
doubts as to the sincerity of the assuranees 
which the Emperor Napoleon had more 
than once publicly expressed of his disposi- 
tion to peace, although several of his ex- 
pressions at that particular period afforded 
just reason to believe that a maritime peace 
was the object of his must. anxious solici- 
tude. During that interval their Majes- 
ties the Emperor of Russia and the King of 
Prussia had nominated their Plenipotentia- 
ries to the Congress, and had furuished 
them with very decisive instructions, On 
the 12th July they both arrived at Prague, 
as well as his Majesty’s Minister, charged 
with the concern of the mediation. ——The 
negociations were not to be protracted be- 
yond the 10th of August, except in the 
event of their assuming such a character as 
to induce a confident hope of a favourable 
result. To that day the Arenishice had been 
extended through the mediation of Austria: 
the political and military situation of the 
Allied Sovereigns, the condition of the 
countries they occupied, and their anxious 
wish to terminate an irksome period of un- 
certainty, prevented any further extension of 
it. With all these circumstances the Em- 
peror Napoleon was acquainted; he well 








necessarily defined by that of the Armistice; 
and he could not moreover conceal. from 
himself how much his own determination 
would influence the happy abridgment and 
successful result of the pending négociations. 
——It was therefore with real sorrow that 
his Majesty soon perceived not only that no 
serious step was taken by France to accele- 
rate this great work, but, on the contrary, 
it appeared as if a procrastination of the 
negociations, and evasion of a favourable 
issue, had been decidedly intended, There 
was, indeed, a French Minister at the place 
of Congress, but without any orders,to pr 
ceed to business, until the appearance 


that Plenipotentiary was in vain expected 
from ‘day to dey. “Nor was it until. the 
21st July that it was ascertained, that a de- 
mur which took place on settling, the, ' 
newal of the Armistice hetveen tee French 
and Russian and Prussian Commissiguct, 
an obstruction of very subordi 
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knew that the period of the negociatious was . 
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the Congress, and which might have been 
very easily and speedily removed by the 
interference of Austria, was made use of as 
the justification of this extraordinary delay. 
And when this last pretext was removed, 
it was not until the 28th of July, sixteen 
days after that appointed for the opening of 
the Congress, that the first French Pleni- 
potentiary arrived.——Even in the very 
first days after this Minister’s arrival, no 
doubt remained as to the fate of the Con- 
gress. The form in which the full powers 
were to be delivered, aud the mutual ex- 
planations should be conducted, a point 
which had already been treated by all par- 
ties, became the object of a discussion 
which rendered all the endeavours of the 
mediating Power abortive. ©The apparent 
insufficiency of the powers intrusted to the 
French Negociator, occasioned a silence of 
several days. Nor was it until the 6th of 
August that this Minister gave in a new 
Declaration, by which the difficulties with 
respect to forms were by no means remov- 
ed, nor the Negociation by one step brought 
nearer to its object. After a useless ex- 
change of notes upon every preliminary 
question, the 10th of August arrived, The 
Prussian and Russian Negociators could not 
exceed this term: the Congress was at an 
end, and the resolution which Austria had 
to form was previously determined, by the 
progress of this Negociation—by the actual 
conviction of ‘the impossibility of peace— 
by the no longer doubtful point of view in 
which his Majesty examined the great ques- 
tion in disputé—by the principles and in- 
tentions of the Allies, wherein the Emperor 
recognized his own—and finally, by thefor- 
mer positive declarations, which feft no 
room for misconception. Not without 
sincére affliction, and alone consoled by the 
certainty that every means to avoid ihe war 
had been exhausted, does the Emperor now 
hnd himself‘compelied to action. For three 
years has his Majesty laboured with un- 
ceasing perseverance to effect, by mild and 
conciliatory measures, real and durable 
peace for Austria and for Europe. All his 
endeavours have failed; there is now no 
remedy, no recourse to be had but to arms. 
The Emperor takes them up without any 
personal animosity, from a painful necessi- 
ty, from ‘an irresistible duty, upon grounds 
which’ any faithful citizen of his realm, 
which the world, which the Emperor Na~- 
poleon hitnself, ‘in 'a moment of tranquillity 
and reason, will acktiowledge and jestify. 
The necessity of this war is engraven in the 
heart of every Austrian, of every European, 











SEPTEMBER 25, 1813.— Official Papers. (406 


under whosoever dominion hie may live, in 
such legible characters, that no art is ne- 
cessary to distinguish them. The nation 
and the army will do their duty. An union 
established by common necessity, and by 
the mutual interest of every Power that is 
in arms for its independence, will give due 
weight to our exertions, and the result, 
with the assistance of Heaven, will be such 
as must fulfil the just expectations of every 
friend of order and of peace. 





Lon pon GAzerre EXTRAORDINARY, 
Tuesday, Sept. 14, 1813. 
WAR DEPARTMENT. 

Downing: street, Sept. 14, 1813. 
Major Hare has arrived at this Office with 
Dispatches, addressed to Earl Bathurst, 
by Field-Marshal the Marquis of Wel- 
lington, of which the following are co- 

pies :— 

Lezaca, Sept. 2, 1818. 
My Lord,—The fire against the fort of 
San Sebastian was opened on the 26th of 
August, and directed against the towers 
which flanked the curtain on the ‘eastern 
face, against the demi-bastion on the south- 
eastern angle, and the termination of the 
curtain of the southern face. Lieutenant- 
General Sir Thomas Graham had directed 
that an establishment should be formed on 
the island of Santa Clara, which was effect- 
ed on the night of the 26th; and the ene- 
my’s detachment on that island were made 
prisouers. Captain Cameron, of the 9th, 
had the command of the detachment which 
effected this operation, and Sir Thomas 
Graham particularly applauds his conduct, 
and that of Gaptain Henderson, of the royal 





engineers. ——The conduct of Lieutenant 


the Honourable James Arbuthnot, of the 
royal navy, who commanded the boats, was 
highly meritoricus, as likewise that of Lieu- 
tenant Bell, of the royal marines. Aft 
that it was deemed practicable to carry into 
execution, in order to facilitate the approach 
to the breaches befure made in the wall of 
the town, having been effected on the 80th 
of August, and another breach having been 
made at the termination of the curtzin, the 
place was stermed at eleven o'clock in the 
day on the Sist, and carried. The loss on 
our side has been severe, Lieut.-~General 
Sir James Leith, who had joined the army 
only two days before, and Major-Generals 
Oswald Robiuson were unfortunately 
wounded in the breach; and Colonel Sir 
Richard’ Fletcher, of the royal engineers, 
was killed by a musket ball at the mouth of 
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the trenches. In this officer, and in Lieut.- 
Colonel Crawford, of the 9th regiment, his 
Majesty’s service has sustained a serious 
loss. ——--I have the honour to enclose 
Lieut.-General Sir Thomas Graham's re- 
portof this operation, in which your Lord- 
ship will observe, with pleasure, another 
distinguished instance of the gallantry and 
perseverance of. His Majesty's officers and 
troops, under the most trying difficulties. 





conduct of the detachment from the 10th 
Portuguese brigade, under Major Snod- 
grass, which crossed the river Urumea, and 
stormed the breach on the right, under all 
the fire which could be directed upon them 
from the castle and town. The garrison 
retived to the castle, leaving about two hun- 
dred and seventy prisoners in our hands; 
and I nope that I shall soon have the plea- 
sure to inform your Lordship that we have 
possession of that post. Since the fire 
against St. Sebastian had been recommenc- 
ed, the enemy had drawn the greatest part 
of their force to the camp of Urogne, and 
there was every reason to believe that they 
would make an attempt to relieve the 
place.-_—-Three divisions of the 4th Spa- 
nish army, commanded by General Don 
Manuel Freyre, occupied the heights of San 
Marcial, and the town of Irun, by which 
the approach to San Sebastian by the high 
road was covered and protected, and they 








were supported by the Ist division of Bri-. 


tish. infantry, under Major-Gen. Howard, 
and Major-General Lord Aylmer’s brigade, 
on their left, and in the rear of Irun; and 
by Gen. Longa’s division encamped near 
the Sierra de Aya, in rear of their right. 
In order to secure them still further, [ 
moved two brigades of the 4th division on 
the 30th to the Convent of San Antonio, 
one of which (Gen. Ross's) under Lieut,- 
General the Honourable Sir Lowry Cole, 
moved up the same day to the Sierra de 
Aya, and the other, on the morning of the 
3ist, leaving the 9th. Portuguese brigade 
on the heights between the Convent and 
Vera, and Lezaca. Major-General In- 
glis’s brigade of the seventh division was 
woved on the 30th to the bridge of Lezaca; 
and I gave orders for the troops in the Pu- 
ertos of Echalar, Zugarramurdi, and Maya 
to.attack the enemy's. weakened posts in 
front. of , those positions. ——The enemy 
crossed the Bidassoa by. the fords between 
Andara,and the. destroyed bridge on the 
high road, before day-light on the morning 
of. the: 31st, with a, very large force, with 
which they. made a most desperate attack 





All reports concur in praise of the. 
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along the whole front of tlie position of the 
Spanish troops on the heights of San Mar- 
cial. They were driven. back, some of 
them even across the river, in the most 
gallant style, by the Spanish troops, whose 
conduct was equal to that of any troops that 
I have ever seen engaged; and the attack 
having been frequently repeated, was upon 
every occasion defeated with the. same gal- 
lantry and determination. , The course of 
the river. being immediately under the 
heights on the French side, on which the 
enemy had placed a considerable quantity 
of cannon, they were enabled to throw a 
bridge across the river, about three quare 
ters of a mile above the high road, over 
which in the afternoon they marched again 
a considerable body, which, with those 
who had crossed the fords, made another 
desperate attack upon the Spanish positions. 
This was equally beat back; and at length, 
finding all their efforts on that side fruit- 
less, the enemy took advantage of the dark- 
ness of a violent storm to retire their troops 
from this front entirely. Notwithstand- 
ing that, as I have above informed. your 
Lordship, I had a British division ou each, 
flank of the 4th Spanish army, I am happy 
to be able to report, that the conduct of the 
latter was so conspicuously good, and they 
were so capable of defending their. post 
without assistance, notwithstanding | the 
desperate efforts of the enemy to carry it, 
that-fnding that the ground did not allow 
of my making use of the Ist or 4th divi- 
sions, on the flanks of the enemy’s attack- 
ing corps, neither of them were in the least 
engaged during the action. Nearly at 
the same time that the enemy crossed the 
Bidassoa in front of the heights. of San Mar- 
cial, they likewise crossed that river with 
about three divisions of infantry in two co- 
lumns, by the fords below Salm,. in. front 
of the»position occupied by the 9th Portu- 
guese brigade, I ordered Major-General 
luglis to support this brigade with that of 
the 7th division under his command; and 
as soon.as I was informed of the course oi 
the enemy’s attack, I sent to Lieutenant- 
General the Earl of Dalhousie to request 
that he would likewise move towards. the 
Bidassoa with. the 7th division; and to the 
light. division, to. support Major-General 
Inglis by ,every means in their. power. 
Major-General Inglis found it impossible to 
maintain the heights between.Lezaca and 
the Bidassoa, and he withdrew to those 10 
front of the. Convent of San Antonio, whic!i 
he maintained. ——In the mean time Major- 
General Kempt moved one brigade of the 
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light division to Lezaca, by which he kept 
the enemy in check, and covered the march 
of the Earl of Dalhousie to join Major-Gen. 
Inglis. The enemy, however, having 
completely failed in their attempt upon the 
position of the. Spanish army on the heights 
of San Marcial, and finding that’ Major- 
General Inglis had taken a position from 
which they could» not drive him, at the 
same time that it covered and protected the 
right of the Spanish. army, and the ap- 
proaches to San Sebastian by Oyarzun, and 
that their situation on the left of the Bidas- 
soa was becoming at every moment) more 
critical, retired during the night. The 








| fall of rain during the evening and night 


had so swollen the Bidassoa, that the rear 
of their column was obliged to cross at the 


| bridge of Vera. In order to effect this 


object, they attacked the posts of Major- 
General Skerritt’s brigade of the light di- 
vision at about three in the morning, both 
from the Puerto de Vera and from the left 
of the Bidassoa. Although the nature of 
the ground rendered it impossible to prevent 
entirely the passage of the bridge after day-~ 
light, it was made under the fire. of a great 


| part of Major-General Skerrit’s: brigade, 


and the enemy’s loss in the operation must 
have been very considerable, While 
this was going on upon the left of the army, 
Mariscal de» Campo Don Pedro Giron at- 
tacked the enemy’s posts in front of the pass 
of Echalar, on the 30th and 31st. | Lieut.- 
General the Earl of Dalhousie made General 
Le Cor attack those in front of Zugarra- 
inurdi, with the 6th Portuguese brigade, on 
the 31st; and the Honourable Major-Gen. 





Colville made Colonel Douglas attack the 
| enemy’s posts’in front of the pass of Maya, 


on the same day, with the7th Portuguese 
brigade. All these troops conducted them- 
selves well,———The attack made by the 
Earl of Dalhousie delayed his march till 
late in the afternoon of the 31st; but he 
Was in the evening in a favourable situation 
for his further progress, and in the morn- 
ing of the Ist, in that allotted for him. 
{n these operations, in which a second at- 
‘tempt by the enemy to prevent the esta- 
blishment of the Allies upon the frontiers, 





| has been defeated, by the operations ofa 


part only of the Allied Army, at. the very 
moment at.which the town of St. Sebastian 


Was taken by storm; I have had great satis- 


faction inobserving the zealand ability of 
the officers, ‘and the gallantry and disci- 
pline of the soldiérs.——The different re- 
ports which I have transmitted to your 
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Graham, will have shewn the ability and 
perseverance with which he has conducted 
the arduous enterprise intrusted to his di- 
rection, and the zeal and exertion of all the 
officers employed under him. I fully 
concur in the Licut.-General’s report of the 
cordial : assistance which he has received 
from Captain Sir George Collier, and. the 
officers, seamen, and marines under his 
command, who have done every thing in 
their power to facilitate and ensure our suc- 
cess.' The seawen have served with the 
artillery in the batteries, and have upon 
every occasion manifested that spirit which 
is characteristic of the British navy. I 
cannot sufficiently applaud the conduct of 
Mariscal de Campo Don. Manuel Freyre, 
the Commander in Chief of the 4th Spanish 
army, who, whilst he made every disposi- 
tion which was proper for the troops under 
his command, set them an example of gal- 
lantry, which having been followed by. the 
General Officers, Chiefs, and other Officers 
of the regiments, ensured the success of the 
day. In his report, in which I concur, the 
General expresses the difficulty which. he 
finds of selecting particular instances of gal- 
lantry, in a case in which all have con- 
ducted themselves so well; but he has par- 
ticularly mentioned General Mendizabel, 
who volunteered his assistance, and com, 
manded on the height of San Marcial; Ma- 
riscal de Campo Losado, who commanded 
in the centre, and was wounded; Mariscal 
de Campo. Jose Garcia de Paredes, the com- 
manding officer of the artillery; Brigadiers 
Don Juan Diaz Porlier, Don Jose Maria Es- 
poleta, Don Stanislas Sanchez Salvador; 
the Chief of the Staff of the Fourth Army, 
and Don Antonio Roselly;. and Colonels 
Fuentes Pita, the commanding engineer, 
Don, Juan Loarte, of the regiment de la 
Constitution, and Don Juan Uarte Mendia. 
Major-General Inglis, and the regi- 
ments in his brigade of the seventh division, 
conducted themselves remarkably well. 
The 51st regiment, under Colonel Mitchell, 
and the 68th, under Lieut.-Colonel Haw- 
kins, covered the change of position by the 
troops from the heights between the Bidas- 
soa and Lezaca. to. those of San. Antonio ; 
and these corps were distinguished. 
Throughout these tions I have receiv- 
ed every assistance from the Adjutant-Gen. 
Major-Gen, Pakenham, and the Quarter- 
Master-Gen. Major-Gen. Murray, and all 
the officers of the staff, and of «my own fa- 
mily..—=I transmit this dispatch by Major 
Hare, Acting Assistant-Adj.-Cen, with this 

















Lordship from. Liewt.-General Sir Thomas army, attached 40. Lieutenant: General. Sir 
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Thomas Graham, whom I beg leave to re- 

commend to your Lordship’s protection. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
WELLINGTON. 


P.S. I enclose a return of the killed and 
wounded in the operations of the 31st ult. 
and Ist’ instant; and returns of the loss be- 
fore Sau Sebastian, from the 28th July to 
the 31st of August. 


Oyarzun, Sept. 1, 1813. 

My Lord,—In obedience to your Lord- 
ship’s orders of the preceding day, to at- 
tack and form a lodgment on the breach of 
St. Sebastian, which now extended to the 
left, so as to embrace the outermost tower, 
the end and front of the curtain immediate- 
ly over the left bastion, as well as the faces 
of the bastion itself, the assault took place 
at eleven o'clock a.m. yesterday; and I 
have the honour to report to your Lordship, 
that the heroic perseverance of all the 
troops concerned was at last crowned with 
success. The column of attack was 
formed of the second brigade of the fifth 
division, commanded by Major-General 
Robinson, with an immediate support of 
detachments as per margin,* and having in 
reserve the remainder of the fifth division, 
consisting of Major-General Sprye’s Portu- 
guese brigade, and the first brigade under 





Major-General Hay, as also the fifth batta- | 98 


Yion’ of Cacadores of General Bradford’s 
brigade, under Major Hill; the whole un- 
der the direction of Lieutenant-General Sir 
James Leith, commanding the fifth division. 
Having arranged every thing with Sir 
James Leith, I crossed the Urumia to the 
batteries of the right attack, where every 
thing could be most distinctly seen, and 
{rom whence the orders for the fire of the 
batteries, according to’ circumstances, could 
be immediately given. The column, in 
filing out of the right of the trenches, was 
as before exposed to a heavy fire of shells 
and grape-shot, and a mine was exploded 
in the left angle of the counterscarp of the 
horn-work, which did great damage, but 
did not check the ardour of the troops in 
' advancing to the attack. There was never 
any thing so fallacious as’ the external ap- 


_® One hundred and fifty volunteers of the light 
geile cree Ue tea 
Byaton irent ees oe 


two hundred of the 
‘Licutenant-Colonal 











brigades of 

Cocke; of one hundred ‘of the light battalion, 
and one bundred of the line battalions of the 
King’s German Legion), under Major Robertson; 
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onthe right of the great one, and Lieu" 





























































[412 4] 
pearance of the breach; without some de- ni 
scription, the almost insuperable difficulties pi 
of the breach cannot. be estimated. Nort. no 
withstanding its great extent, there was Wi 
but one point where it was possible co en- of 
ter, and there by single files. All the in- de 
side of the wali te the right of the curtain bo 
formed a perpendicular scarp of at least 20 | Ge 
feet to the level of the:streets; so that the Fur 
narrow ridge of the curtain itself, formed the 
by the breaching of. its end and front, was the 
the only accessible point. During the sus- ang 
pension of the operations of the siege, from ser 
want of ammunition, the enemy shad pre- of 
pared every means of defence which it could | the 
devise, so that great numbers of men were effo 
covered by entrenchments and traverses, in hig 
the horn-work, on the ramparts of the tha 
curtain, and inside of the town opposite to the 
the breach, and ready to pour a most de- 2d 
structive fire of musketry on bot: flanks of com 
the approach to the top of the narrow ridge fe ©'e 
of the curtain.———Every thing. that the this 
most determined bravery could attempt was Roy 
repeatedly tried in vain by the troops, who | Ban 
were brought forward from the trenches in tena 
succession. No mau outlived the attempt (0 ai 
to gain the ridge: and though the slope of the | 
the breach afforded shelter fromthe enemy's of uf 
musketry, yet still the nature of the stone artil 
rubbish prevented the great exertions of the the ¢ 

ineers and working. parties: fram being and 
able to form a lodgment for the troops, ex and 
posed to the shells and grape from the bat- havi 
teries of the castle, as was particularly di- the t 
rected, in obedience to your Lordship’s iv- wall, 
Structions; and, at all events, a secure Joine 
lodgment could never have been obtained laste 
without occupying .a part of the curtain. tryin 
-——In this almost desperate state of the obtai 
attack, after consulting with Colonel Dick the j 
son, commanding the royal artillery, | hour 
ventured to order the -guns-to be turned the c¢ 
against the curtain. A sheavy five of artil- ‘treet 
lery was directed against it; passing a few treat 
feet only over the heads of our troops lown 
the breach, and was kept up with a preci- be ey 
-sien of practice beyond all ex Mean- rt 
while I accepted the offer of a part of Ma uc an 
jor-General Bradford’s Portuguese brigade ip 0"'t! 
to ford the river near its mouth. The ad tam 
vance of the ist battalion, 13th regimen, ‘nforn 
under Major Snodgrass, over the opt who, 
‘beach, and across the river, and of 2 dt 7 of 
}tachment of the 24:h regiment, under Liev ihe di 
tenant-Colonel: M‘Bean, in» support, ¥% Be" ' 
amade “ the handsomest style, under a V¢"! ny : 
severe fire of ; jor Snodgrass 41° . 
} tacked asid ally. carried the smal! breach ee 
. 7 
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nant-Colonel M‘Bean’s: detachment occu- 
pied the right of the great breach. I ought 


' not'to omit to mention, that a similar offer 


was made by the 1st Portuguese regiment 


of Brigadier-General Wilson’s brigade, un- 


der Lieutenant-Colonel Fearon; and that 
both Major-General Bradford and Brigadier- 


' General Wilson had, from the beginning, 
urged most anxiously the employment of 


their respective’ brigades in the attack, ‘as 
they had had so Jarge a share in the labour 


; and fatigues of the right attack.——Ob- 
serving now the effect of the admirable fire 


of the batteries against the curtain, though 


(le ériemy was. so much covered, a great | Q 


effort was ordered to be made to gain the 
high ridge at all hazards, at the same time 
that an attempt should be made to storm 
the horn-work.———It fell to the lot of the 
2d brigade of the fifth divisions, under the 
command of Colonel the Honourable Chas. 





Greville, to move out of the trenches for | 
this purpése, and the 3d battalion of the | 


Royal Scots, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Barnes, sipportéd by the 38th, under Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Miles, fortunately arrived 
to assault the ‘breach of the curtatn, about 
the time when an explosion on the rampart 
of the curtain (occasioned by the fire of the 
artillery) created some confusion among 
the enemy. The narrow pass was gained, 
aud was maintained, after a severe conflict ; 
and the troops on the right of the breach, 
having about this time succeeded in forcing 
the barricades on the top of the narrow line 


wall, fourid their way into the houses that | 


joined it, Thus, after an assault which 
lasted above two hours, under the most 
trying circumstances, a firm footing was 
obtained. —It wis impossible to restrain 
the impetuosity of the troops, and in an 
hour more the enemy were driven from all 
the complication of defences prepared in the 
‘treets, suffering a severe loss on their re- 
treat to the castle, aad leaving the whole 
own in our posséssion._-—- Though it must 

evident to your Lordship, that the troops 
were all animated with the most enthusias- 
lc and devoted gallantry, and that all are 
‘ntitled to the highest, commendation; yet, 
lam sure,’ your Lordship , will wish to be 
informed more particularly concerning those 
Who, fom their situations, had opportuni- 
eS of gaining peculiar distinction; and, as 
the distance I was at myself does not enable 
ue to perform this act of justice from per- 
‘onal observation,.J. have taken every pains 
'0 collect information. from,.the. superior . 
Officers,  Lieutenant-General. Sir J. Leith 
Wtified, in the fullest manner, the confi- 





dence reposéd in his tried judgment atid 
distinguished gallantry, conducting and di- 
recting the attack, till obliged to be reluct- 
antly carried off, after receiving a most se- 
vere contusion on the breast, and having his 
left arm broken,——Major-General Hay 
succeeded to the command, and ably con- 
ducted the attack to the last. Lieutenant- 
|General Sir J. Leith expresses his great 
obligations to Major- Generals Hay and Ro- 
binson (the latter was obliged to leave the 
field from a severe wound in the face), and 
to Lieut.-Colonels Berkeley and Gomm, 
Assistant-Adjutant-General, and Assistant- 
uarter-Master-General of the 5th divi- 
| sion, for their zealous services during this 
| arduous contest. He warmly recommends 
| to your Lordship’s notice, his Aid-de- 
Camp, Capt. Belches, of the 59th foot; 
_and, in conjunction with Major-General 
| Hay, he bears testimony to the highly me- 
ritorious conduct of Captain James Stewart, 
of the 3d battalion Royal Scots, Aid-de- 
Camp to Major-General Hay; and he re- 
commends to your Lordship’s notice, Major- 
General Robinson’s Aid-de-Camp, Capt. 
Wood, 4th foot, as also Captains William- 
son and Jones of that regiment; the for- 
mer was severely wounded in the command 
of the 4th, following the forlorn hope in 
the best style, and remaining long after his 
wound, Captain Jones succeeded to the 
command of the brigade, and conducted it 
with great ability. Sir James Leith 
likewise particularises Captain Taylor, 48th 











regiment, Brigade-Major to the 1st bri- 
gade, and Lieutenant Le Blanc, of the 4th 
foot, who led the light infantry company of 
the regiment, immediately after the forlorn 
hope, and is the only surviving officer of 
the advance. Major-General Robinson 
unites his testimeny of praise of Captains 
Williamson and Jones, and Lieutenant Le 
Blanc, above mentioned. He likewise 
commends highly Captain Livesay, who 
succeeded to the command of the 47th foot, 
on Major Kelly’s being killed, and. kepe ir 
till wounded, when the command devolved 
on Lieutenant Power, who ably performed 
the duty, as also Captain Pilkington, who 
succeeded to the command of the 59th on 
Captain Scott's being killed, and retained 
it till wounded, when the command of that 
battalion fell to Captain Halford, who led 
it with great credit, and also Brevet-Majot 
Anwyll,. Brigade-Major of the 2d brigade. 
——Major- General Hay having now the 
command ofthe Sth division, mentions in 
terms of great praise the excellent conduct 
of Major-General Sprye, commanding the 
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Portuguese brigade, and the very. distin: 
guished gallautry of Colonel de Regoa, and, 
the 15th Portugnese regiment, under. his, 
command, and of Colonel. M‘Crae, with 
the 3d Portuguese regimeft ; aud. Major- 
General Sprye mentions in terms of high 
praise, Lieutenant- Colonef Hill, command- 
ing the 8th. Cacadores, and Major Charles 
Stuart Gampbell. commanding the 3d regi-} 
ment in Colonel M‘ Grae’s absence on gene- 
ral duty; and he expresses his great obli- 
gations to Captain Brackenburg, of the 61st 
reginient, his Aid-de-Camp, avd to Bri- 
gade-Major Fitzgerald. Majer-Gen. Hay 
speaks most highly of the services of Colo, 
nel the Honourable C. Greville, of the 
38th, in command of the second brigade, 
and of the conspicuoys gallantry of Lieut, . 
Colonel Barnes, in the successful assault of 
the curtain, with the brave battalion of the 
Royal Scots, and also of the exemplary 
conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Cameron, of 
the 9th foot, and Lieut. Colonels Miles and 
Dean, of the 38th, pe all the officers and 
troops. engaged; and he expresses himself 
as path aa ACP indebted -to ,the zeal, 
intelligence, and ‘intrepidity of Brigade; 
Major Taylor, and Captain Stewart, of the 
Royal Scots, acting as his Aid-de-Camp, 
formerly mentioned. ——Major-Gen, Hay 
likewise expresses his great satisfaction with 
the gallant and judicious conduct of Lieut.- 

parapets nding the detueh 
ment of Guards; of Lieut.-Colonel Hunt, 
commanding the detachment of the left di- 
vision, who, was severely wounded; and 
of all the other officers and trodps of the 
detachments. ——- Major-General Hay’ con- 
ducted the division along the ramparts him- 
self, with the judgment and gallantry that 
has so often marked his conduct, I have 
now only to repeat the expressions of my 
highest satisfaction with the conduct of the 
Officers of the Royal Artillery aad Engi- 
neers, as formerly pacticularized in the re- 
port of the first attack, ~ Every branch of 
the arulery service has been conducted by 
Colonel Dickson with the greatest ability, 
as was that of the engineer department by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Richard Fletcher, 
till the moment of his much-lamented fall 
at the mouth of the-trenches. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Burgéyne succeeded to the com- 
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the great. merit and gallantry of Captain 
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Henderson, ,in the attack of the island on 

































‘the moruing of the 27th-ultimo ; and of the 


persevering exertions of , Majors Ellicombe 








and Smith, in pushing forward the opera- ‘ 
tions of the two attacks—the latter. officer 7 
having had the, merit of the first arrange- V 
ments for the attack on the right-———Lieu- a 
tenant-Col. Burgoyne was himself wound- 
ed, aad.only quitted the Geld - from loss of 1 
blood ; but Lam happy to say he és able to 
carry on the duty of the department,— 
The conduct ofthe navy has been continued i ia 
on the same. principle of zealous co-opera- mi 
ion by Sin George Collier; and the services im 
Lieuteuant O’Reilley, with the'seamen ew- on 
ployed jn, the batteries, has been equally * 
conspicuous as before, Your Lordship Pe 
will now permit me to call your attention she 
to the conduct of that distinguished officer, ist 
Major-General Oswald, who has liad the pro 
temporary command of the Afth division ia vail 
Lieutenant-General Sir, James Leith’s ab- acte 
sence, during the whole of tlie, campaign, the 
and.who resigned the command of the divi- seer 
sion on Sir James Leith’s arrival on the law 
30th ultimo,——Having carried on, with the 
indefatigable attention, mt the laboriors du- alm: 
ties of the o Higtasat no person was more hot 
able to give Sir James Leith the best info- the 
Mation and assistance. This Sir Jams mak 






and zeal for the setvige in the highest de: 
gree praiseworthy, and ‘he continued: his 
valuable services to the fast, by acting asa 
volunteer, and* accompanying Lieutenant- 
General Sir James Leith to the trenclies on 
the occasion of the assault. T have infinite 
satisfaction in assuring your Lordship of my 
perfect approbation of Major-General 0s- 
Wald’s conduct ever since the fifth division 
formed a part of the left column of the aray. 
———I beg to assure your Lordship tha 
Colonel Delancy, Deputy Quarter-Master- 
General, and Lieutenant-Colonel Bouver'¢, 
Assistant-Adjutant-General, attached to the 
left column, have continued to render ™* 
the most valuable assistance, and that the 
zeal of Captain Calvert, of the 29th reg!: 
ment, my first Aid‘de-Camp, as well 3 
that of the rest of the officers of my per 
sonal staff, entitle thetn all to my warmes 
and perfect approbation. Your Lordship 
has, with an attention extremely grateful to 


Leith acknowledives he did with igs 
















































mand, and is anxious that I should convey 

to your Lordship Sir R. Fletcher's sence af | [To be continued.) 
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